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Dear fellow redeemed,

Young boy (to store sales clerk): “Do you have any
Advent?”

Sales Clerk: “Do we have any Advent? Uhmm...I
don’t know...what is it?

Young boy: “l don’t know either; but Dad says we
can’t have Christmas until we have Advent.”

I like Advent. Advent means “coming” or
“arrival.” 1 like the season for a number of reasons. It
means that Christmas is just around the corner.
During the four Sundays before Christmas, we get to
switch the colors of the church paraments to blue,
which is a nice change after so many Sundays of
green during the Sundays after Pentecost. The color
blue represents hope, expectation, and heaven. I like
Advent because it’s the beginning of a new Church
Year, where, even though there’s a month to go in the
calendar year, at least in the church we already start
fresh. [ like the Advent wreath with an additional
candle being lit each week; and 1 like the tree, the
banners, and the lights we put up in the church during
this season.

But Advent is not simply about waiting to
celebrate the birth of Christ. The Advent season
focuses on Christ's threefold coming: past, present,
and future. First, we remember Jesus’ humble birth in
Bethlehem and living among us for awhile. Secondly,
we give thanks for His present and continual coming
to us in His Word in all its forms — the written Word,
the spoken Word, the wet Word of Baptism, the flesh
and blood Word of the Lord’s Supper. Finally, we
look forward with hope and longing for His second
coming in glory on the Last Day.
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Obviously, Advent is not about waiting for Jesus to
be born, although each year we anticipate the
celebration of His birth. The real anticipation of
Advent has to do with looking forward to the time
when Jesus will come in glory to judge both the living
and the dead. It has a future emphasis. The King of
kings and Lord of lords will return as the judge of all

on the Final Day.

To prepare you for the future, Jesus does not tell
you to focus on the future. In fact, He prevents you
from knowing the day of His return and does not want
you to fixate on predicting it. At the same time, He
doesn’t want you to lose heart and give up while He
delays His second-coming. Therefore, to prepare you
for the future, He points you to His first and His
present coming.

Specifically, He points you to His cross. There, He
suffered for the sins of the world. There, He suffered
God’s judgment for your sin. On the cross, He paid
the entire price for your sins. By His death and
resurrection, He did all that was necessary to raise you
up to eternal life on the Last Day. There is no more
work to be done for your salvation, because Christ has
done it all.

In pointing you to His incarnation (first coming),
He also points you to the present. Actually, He points
you to His presence. He came to you at your Baptism,
cloaked in water and said, “l am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” He comes to you in His
body and blood in the Lord’s Supper—present with
you for your salvation. God comes to you with His
forgiveness.

Usually, the inferior must come to the superior.
But God turns it around. Right here at the beginning
of the church year, we find out that God is different.
The Lord of lords and King of kings, the most
superior Being ever — comes to you, born in a manger.
Blessed Advent.

See you in church,

Fosts,
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